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Platform Materials 
# of 

titles 
Devices Formats 

Leased/ 

Purchased? 
Simultaneous 

Users? 
Accessibility Costs* Other 

OverDrive 

Books, audiobooks, 
videos, and music, 
from hundreds of 
publishers  

500,000 

PC, Apple 
products, Nook, 
Zune, Sony Reader, 
etc. Kindle coming 
2011 

EPUB, PDF Leased 

Mainly one-copy one-
user; some publishers 
will offer 
simultaneous access 

  

Use existing 
library card to 
log in and check 
out materials.   
PDA 

3M Cloud Library 

Books and audiobooks 
from HarperCollins, 
IPG, Random House, 
and Sourcebooks 

30,000 
PC, Mac, iPad, 
Nook, Android 

EPUB, PDF Leased One copy, one user  

Optional: 6-inch e-
ink display readers, 
$149; Discovery 
Terminals, $2,499 

Service includes 
lendable e-
readers 
PDA 

NetLibrary 

(EBSCO) 

Books (mostly 
nonfiction) and 
audiobooks 

146,000 
PC, COOL-ER 
(Interead), Sony 
Reader, Nook  

PDF;  
MP3 or WMA 

Leased One copy, one user   PDA available 

ebrary (ProQuest) Books, software 300,000+ 

Most Web-enabled 
devices; expects to 
add download 
option in 2011 

PDF, ebrary’s EDF 
(enables  word-
level interaction) 

Leasing as well as 
perpetual access 
models available 

Simultaneous access 
for subscription titles; 
also available for 
perpetual access titles 
for 150% of list price  

Substantially 
compliant with ADA 
Section 508(C), W3C 
WCAG 2.0 Level AA, 
and other major 
standards 

Subscribing libraries 
not charged hosting 
fee; non-subscribers 
charged a small 
percentage of the 
price of the e-book. 

PDA available 

Gale Virtual 

Reference Library 

Reference materials 
available in book and 
audio formats 

4,000+ 
Any Internet-
connected 
computer  

Database for on-
line access, can 
be printed 

Purchase (one 
edition) and 
subscription 
options available 

Simultaneous users 

Text-to-speech 
option enables text 
to be read aloud or 
downloaded as MP3 

  

MyiLibrary 

(Ingram Digital) 

Books and audio 
across publishers and 
subject areas 

230,000+; 
8,000+ 
audio 

Any Internet-
connected 
computer 

PDF, EPUB,  
eReader (.pdb), 
Microsoft Reader 
(.lit), VitalBook 
(.vbk)  

90% of titles allow 
perpetual access; 
subscription plans 
also available  

Simultaneous users    

Axis 360  

(Baker & Taylor) 
Books and audiobooks  Nook 

EPUB, Blio, 
audiobook 

    
Place one order 
for digital and 
physical content  

*Costs: The area of most interest to most librarians the cost of each 

service; however, I have had difficulty obtaining this information thus 

far.  If you can share information on pricing for e-book services, please 

contact me. 


